
  

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
 as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 

I Peter 4:10 
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                                In my mid-20’s 

 

In my mid-20’s, I began to listen to and enjoy electronic music.  I tried to listen to as much as I could to experience different types in 

the pre-iTunes store days (thanks Napster!).  One of the artists that I ran across was a guy who went by the name of Moby (so 

named as he was a distance relative of Herman Melville—author of Moby Dick).  On his website, he published essays on a variety of 

topics, and I quickly realized that many of them were written from a Christian perspective.  One of the essays that he wrote around 

Christmas in 2006 stuck out to me and included the following thoughts: 

 

i believe that there’s something somehow divine about the teachings of christ, and the fact that christ’s teachings compel us to be 

selfless and forgiving and humble and loving and non-judgmental. 

 

this is one of the reasons that i get so annoyed with contemporary Christianity and it’s seemingly comprehensive disconnect from the 

actual teachings of christ. 

 

christ compels us to be better than we usually are.  

christ compels us to forgive those who’ve wronged us. 

christ compels us to love our enemies. 

christ compels us to be humble and non-judgmental. 

christ compels us to care for the neediest. 

christ compels us to be non-violent. 

christ compels us to recognize that the material world and all of our possessions will ultimately turn into dust, so we shouldn’t get too 

attached to our bodies, our lives, and our stuff. 

and, most importantly (in many ways), christ compels us to love one another and look after one another, and to see all people as our 

own family. 

 

so when i call myself a christian it’s because i find christ’s character and teachings to be incredibly compelling and, well, divine (cos 

they’re too weird/impractical/perfect to have ever been invented by a human being). 

 

I believe that most of these teachings are reflected in our own special brand of worship   

 

In today’s society where we are quick to judge, categorize, criticize, threaten, and frighten, and in light of so much negativity and 

divisiveness, it’s refreshing to know that there is a place where the positive messages of Christ are still taught.   I believe that the 

First Presbyterian Church in Bluffton and our theology makes us different from most others churches.  I choose to support the 

church financially to continue to be refreshed and energized and in the hope that our unique message will be shared with others 

whose lives will also be enriched.  

 

Tim Babcock 

 


