
  

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
 as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 

I Peter 4:10 
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I think it is crucial that Bluffton First Presbyterian Church’s focus on stewardship maintains a balance of time, talents, 

and treasures to ensure that the ministries of our church continue to grow and thrive.  Over the forty-three years of my 

membership with Bluffton First Presbyterian Church, I have been aware of the multitude of hours donated by 

individuals in maintaining not only the physical property (inside and outside) but also the perpetuation of programs 

for youth and adults alike.   

 

Not everyone can give all three equally but it is extremely important, not just during the annual stewardship event, to 

continually recognize and show appreciation for those who give so generously of time and talents throughout the 

year.  When one arrives at church, whether it be on a Sunday morning or for a special event, how many notice the 

well-kept grounds?  When we have a social event, special meals, or Kate’s Kitchen, do we take for granted the loving 

hands who prepared the food? 

 

At various stages in our lives we may be in a position to give more of talents and/or time than of treasures.  For those 

whose professional and family lives prevent them from giving time and talents, we most gratefully receive their 

treasures.  No one should feel that whatever treasure they are able to contribute is not large enough.  We need to 

encourage those members not actively involved with the church to at least contribute their per capita each year. 

 

Having grown up in the 1940’s and 1950’s, there were very tough financial times for most families.  We didn’t have an 

excess of material things but were grateful for what we had.  I was deeply blessed with parents who focused on 

volunteering for church, community organizations, and Masonic organizations.   From a very early age, volunteering 

was instilled in me through the examples of my parents.  Running errands for elderly neighbors and expecting nothing 

in return but a “thank you” brought me joy and I loved doing it.  The concept of volunteering has remained with me 

throughout my life.  

 

Stewardship refers to more than money.  Giving of one’s self cannot be measured monetarily but that is good 

stewardship by using the talents and blessings one has received from God.  It is each individual’s decision how he or 

she manages life, time, talents, and resources.  Take the time to reflect on how each of us can best utilize the 

wondrous gifts we have received from our Heavenly Father in consideration of commitment not only during this 

stewardship season but throughout the year.     

 


