
  

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
 as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 

I Peter 4:10 
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                                                                               To Whom much is given, much is expected 

                                                                                                     Luke 12:48  

 

This verse describes our church, our members, and in reality, our country. This occurs to me at Stewardship 

time in every Church year. We as a community of believers are very blessed, and so, much is expected of us. 

And to the extent we are individually blessed I feel a need to respond as best as I can to the annual pledge 

drive.  

 

If we break that down a bit further, what does our annual pledge include, and if much is expected, just what 

is "much"? There are as many answers as there are individuals included in answering this question. Each of 

us holds our own view of expectations, and there is no "right" answer, of course. The Presbyterian 

definition, as I understand it, is that our Stewardship of the Church is expected through our time, our talent, 

and our treasure.  

 

And certainly as Americans, we are a blest people. While we debate the directions we should take moving 

forward, we are clearly blessed amongst the people of the world. And while we do much today, we should 

realize that much is expected. There are so many less fortunate, and whether you remember the visit of the 

Ugandan Children's choir, participated in the mission trip to Quintana Roo, supported our Africa mission to 

Congo or have helped serve at Kate's Kitchen, we know the opportunities to help are unlimited.  

 

And so, as we think specifically about how much of our treasure should be devoted to the Church's mission 

next year, let's also consider our time and our talent. We are all needed to make our Church vibrant and 

continue to serve people in our community and around the world. One of the things I have always loved 

about our Church is the degree to which we are involved in our community. We have so many members to 

respect for what they provide in service to our Church, and also to the community. And we have such a wide 

variety of talent in our midst; this is a good time of year to thank God for all the talent we have been given 

as a congregation.  

 

So, I pause this time of year and consider the treasure question, and also praise God for the time we are 

given and the variety of talent we have in our number. Praise be to God! 

 

Tim & Cheryl Hartigan 


