
  

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
 as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 

I Peter 4:10 
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                                            Helping Became a “Habit” 

 

 

When I was growing up, my grandparents, aunts, uncles and my mother and stepfather all gave of 

their money, time and talents to the church they belonged to as well as to other worthy 

organizations, so I learned very early that “stewardship” meant not only giving money, but also 

giving of yourself.   

  

It is easy to give money – write a check, address an envelope, mail it and you’re done for another 

week, month or year. 

  

My family also taught me that when you help someone or some organization, you shouldn’t 

expect to receive congratulations or some thing in return for that help or that other people would 

know about what you had done.  Maybe you would receive a smile or maybe not, a “thank you” or 

maybe not.  What was important was that when someone asked you to help them or someone else 

or you saw a need, you did whatever it took to solve that problem or situation.  Helping became a 

“habit” and it was a very rewarding habit because it brought joy and satisfaction to me. 

  

Our church. for as long as I have been a member, has been a very giving community.  I have been 

the recipient of that giving in the past year – prayers, letters, cards, phone calls, food, visiting – I 

am so grateful for all of them – there are so many angels among us. 

  

We, of course, need the commitment of money to maintain the church and grounds, but “If instead 

of a gem, or even a flower, we should cast the gift of a loving thought into the heart of a friend, 

that would be giving as the angels give.”  George MacDonald 
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